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Blogging Ham Radio 

   Ham radio is an evolving hobby.  Expansion has 
not only been in the area of technologies like 
Digital and D-Star, but also in how hams 
communicate.   

 
   Social networking is just as normal today as 

having a presence on the air.  One such method 
of networking is blogging. 

 
   In this presentation we'll look at blogging ham 

radio effectively. 
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   So what is a Blog? 

      The short answer is that it is an 
interactive website where articles 
are posted.   

      The term blog is actually a 
shortened form of the phrase web 
log. 

      Web-Logs origins go back to the 
early 90's and were really more like 
journals.  Thoughts and ideas 
expressed by they're creators were 
often meant for private reading.  

      Eventually the Web-Log or blog as 
we know it today came out of the 
shadows and in many cases have 
augmented or even replaced 
websites as the way to showcase 
the authors interests.  
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Blogging Ham Radio 
The most important of all questions before putting a blog 
online is; who is my audience?   
 
The audience you want will determine the way you write.  It 
is the essential cornerstone to putting a blog online.  
Everything from the title to the number of posts is affected 
by who you write for. 
 
It is a nice thought to want to write for everyone.  The 
problem is doing so will cause you the author to become 
stretched and the focus of your blog  blurred or completely 
lost. 
 
Write  as if you wanted to impress someone you admire so 
that they would tell others about your work.  If the person 
you admire is a historical figure think about how they would 
view your work. 
 
Another way to write is for a group.  In this case Ham 
Radio Operators.  One thing to note is that while you are 
focusing on a group you want to make sure that from time 
to time you draw the non group participants attention.  
Thus it's a good idea to write an article from time to time in 
a way that most people will get what or in this case who 
you are writing for 



Blogging Ham Radio 

The building blocks of a blog are it's 
elements.   
 
The Header is pretty straight forward.  Here 
we find the title and basic description of the 
blog. 
 
On either side we have the sidebars.  
These can be used in a number of ways.  
But, generally they feature the info on the 
author of the blog including a bio and 
contact info on one side  and a list of 
articles on the other.  Advertising is also 
found here. 
 
At the bottom is the footer.  Mostly found in 
this section are ads links and other things 
related and unrelated to the blog. 
 
The meat is the content.  Here of course is 
where the article is placed.  
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CONTENT IS KING!!! 

Yes indeed content is king.  The content you post should be 
focused, contain accurate information and above all be 

original.   
 

Always quote sources or link to them, information and 
photographs you have may be protected by copyright.  In fact 
any work created is automatically protected by the copyright 

laws of the country they are originated in.   
 

There are sites that have stock photos and in other cases a 
creative commons license does permit use so long as you do 

not use the material to make money. 
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Blogging for ham radio encompasses a vast variety of subject  
materials.   

 
Digital 

HF  
VHF 

Contesting 
Antennas 

 
     The list is endless and there are lots of blogs written by hams.  So you will need to find 

your space and claim it with a unique style and that means more than a fancy looking blog.   
 
     The key to your success in writing a good blog will be to pen it in a way that puts you 

above the crowd.  This means writing about what you know and staying away from what 
you do not.   

 
     Make your point early on in your article.  The idea is to grab the attention of the reader hold 

it and then provoke a response.  The one key response you would be looking for, or should 
be looking for is to have them come back and read your blog again.  This is why you 
should write about the subjects you are versed in.. 

Lets Cut To the Chase Shall We 
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The essence the goal of blogging is to 
generate a conversation and bring people 
who have an interest in the topics you are 
writing about to your blog.  
 
Even if you do not offer a place on your blog 
for interaction with visitors, which you should 
have.  You still want people to chat you up.   
 
The next steps are interactive features like 
polls, social bookmarking and spaces for 
people to comment. These are important 
tools and ways to get the word out about 
your blog.   
 
Equally important are keywords and tags 
along with a title that can be Googled.   
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Summing Up 

The key points to successfully blogging ham radio 
are. 

 
1 Deciding who you want to write for, in this case 
Ham radio operators. 
2 Writing what you know about 
3 Being original and pointing to sources. 
4 Providing space for people to interact with you. 
5 Using keywords to help get you found. 
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